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TAGS: PIN MZ, MIL! 

SUBJECT: LOURENCO MARQUES DISTURBANCES 

1. FOLLOWING INFO ON SITUATION IN LOURENCO MARQUES PASSED 
BY OVERLY WHO LEFT LM AT 0945 FOR MEDICAL CONSULT. 

2. DURING AFTERNOON OF DEC 17, SHOOTING WAS HEARD IN 

AFRICAN SUBURBS OF LOURENCO MARQUES. EARLY UNCONFIRMED RUMOR 
WAS THAT TROUBLE STARTED WHEN BUS DRIVER WAS ATTACKED BY 
FRELIMO SOLDIER WHEN SOLDIER REFUSED TO PAY FARE. 

3. IN AFTERNOON, TROOPS AND POLICE WERE OBSERVED BEING 
MOBILIZED AND TRANSPORTED. TROOPS WERE FULLY ARMED WITH 
BAYONETS AFFIXED TO RIFLES. LATER IN AFTERNOON BUSINESSES 
CLOSED AND WHITE COMMUNITY EVAPORATED. 
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4. AT ABOUT 2030 HRS, AUTOMATIC RIFLE FIRE WAS HEARD IN MOST 
SECTIONS OF CITY. FIRING SEEMED TO BE CONCENTRATED IN 
CENTRAL AND WESTERN PORTIONS OF CITY. SOME OF THE FIRING 
WAS DIRECTED INTO THE AIR. AS TRACER BULLETS COULD BE SEEN 
ARCING ACROSS HARBOR. AND FROM WESTERN SECTION TOWARDS 
MATOLA INDUSTRIAL AREA. HEAVY FIRING CONTINUED FOR ONE- 
HALF TO ONE HOUR, SPORADIC FIRING LATER. ELECTRICITY AND 
RADIO FAILED BRIEFLY, THEN RESTORED. NO MENTION OF ANY OF 
EVENTS WAS CARRIED ON RADIO. 

5. MORNING NOTICIAS REPORTEDLY SAID SITUATION WAS UNDER 
CONTROL AT 0100 HRS. 

6. CENTRAL HOSPITAL SOURCE SAID AFTERNOON FIGHTING CLAIMED 
SIX FRELIMO TROOPS INJURED. NOTHING ON DEATHS OR LATER 
CASUALTIES KNOWN. 

7. AS SAA FLIGHT TO JOHANNESBURG LEFT LM, PILOT RECEIVED 
MESSAGE FROM CONTROL TOWER ADVISING "DISTURBANCE IN CITY, 
PILOT SHOULD HEAD TO SEA." PILOT DID SO AT FIFTY FEET 

OFF THE WATER, TURNED SOUTH TO PONTE DE OURO, AND DID NOT 
CLIMB TO FLIGHT ALTITUDE UNTIL OVER SOUTH AFRICAN 
TERRITORY. 

8. COMMENT: EARLY REPORTS INDICATED FIGHTING WAS BETWEEN 
DISSIDENT AND LOYAL FRELIMO SOLDIERS. THIS HAS NOT BEEN 
CONFIRMED. HOWEVER, ALL EMBASSY PERSONNEL SAFE AS OF 1 100 HRS 
DECEMBER 18. 

BOWDLER 
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